These Hands are Important 


to You! ... THEY BELONG TO A MEXICAN BRACERO!"* 


*(Pronounced Brah sair oh) 


Without these hands we Americans wouldn't have the abundance of wholesome, 
reasonably priced food and other agricultural commodities which California growers 
produce to feed and clothe our nation’s expanding population. 


Why? 


Because the Bracero...or Mexican National... ably and willingly fills a vital gap 
in our farm labor picture. He performs the hard, but nevertheless skilled, stoop labor 
work involved in so many of the crops we produce here in California. The kind of work 
which the majority of our American farm workers just aren't interested in doing. 


FOR THIS WORK, THE BRACERO IS PAID THE SAME WAGES AS 
\MERICAN WORKERS RECEIVE... AND CALIFORNIA GROWERS PAY THE 
'IGHEST AGRICULTURAL WAGES IN THE NATION! 


Without the Bracero you would miss much more than the fresh fruits and 
getables you like so much. You'd also go without the canned, frozen and otherwise 
rocessed commodities such as tomatoes and their many by-products... asparagus... 
caches ... pears... oranges ... lemons and a number of other important food items, 
ms harvested, to a great extent by these hard working, skilled Braceros, 


Were the Braceros not here to harvest the commodities which they process, 
ousands of cannery workers would be out of work. Manufacturers of cans, jars, labels, 
p tives and other products closely allied to the food processing industry would 
suffer great economic loss...as would the transportation companies and countless other 
ndustries whose profits and employees’ jobs depend so much on the vital link the 
Bracero fills.in the overall economic chain of events, 


WHAT'S MORE... THE BRACERO PROGRAM IS THE IDEAL MUTUAL 
AID-FOREIGN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. AND ITS PAID FOR BY THE 
AMERICAN FARMER. It provides the United States with an ideal means of harvesting 
many of,our vital food crops while providing Mexico with its second largest source of income. 
AT THE SAME TIME, IT PROVIDES A STRONG LINK OF FREEDOM AND 
DEMOCRACY WITH OUR IMPORTANT... AND STRATEGICALLY 
LOCATED NEIGHBOR TO THE SOUTH! 


Something to think about... wouldn't you agree? 


HERE ARE SOME OTHER 
FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW... 


Braceros are not wetbacks 


Braceros are not cheap labor... they 
must be paid the same wages as are 
paid American workers, 


Braceros do not...and cannot... 
compete with nor deprive qualified 
American farm workers of jobs. 


The Bracero program is not a gov- 
ernment support or subsidy. 


The Bracero program is an ideal for- 
eign aid-mutual assistance prograin, 


ONE IN A SERIES OF MESSAGES DEVOTED TO HELPING CREATE A BEFTER UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND THE AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITIES OF CALIFORNIA. 
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